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CHURCH SERVICE
OBSERVER SUNDAY

OpeningReflection:  O..it is not the production of crops that feeds humankind,

but that your word sustains those who trust in you”
Wisdom of Solomon 1626b

HYMN: God, Whose Almighty Word (Voices United #313)

CALL TO WORSHIP

One Come to us Holy One, aswe gather before you

All: Encircle usin your love

One Bless uswith your suganing presence

All: Surround uswith your grace

One Draw usinto the Spirit of the livingWord

All: Bind usto one another aswe are bound to you. Amen.

PRAYER OF APPROACH

Glorious God, we come together asyour people. We set aside the
busyness of the world outside for a while. We open our hearts, our
ears, even our very selvesto the balm of your Word. Fill our
emptiness with the news we need. Grant us serenity of spirit, peace of
mind and renewed energy to be your handsin aweary world. Amen.

THE PEACE OF CHRIST

One: Peace be with you
All: And also with you.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

God our creator, we offer you our darkness so that light may shine
upon us, our greed that it might be exchanged for generosity, our
irritability that it might be transfor med to patience, our sickness that
we might be healed and our brokennessthat we might be made whole.
W e offer up the sins of our lives knowing that to recognize them isto
confessthem. Let the healing spirit of your Word grant usthe

for giveness we seek. Amen.
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WORDS OF ASSURAN CE: God@word is mercy. Thisis the day that the Lord
has made: let usrejoice and be dad in it for we are forgven! Amen.

CHILDRENG® TIME (SEE ATTACHED)

HYMN: This is the Day (Voices United #412)

FIRST READING: Jbshua8: 32-35

ANTHEM (Please see suggestions at end of this service)

SECOND READING: Mark 4: 13-20
(Optiond Fourth and Ffth Readings: Psalm 33,1 Corinthians 12:27-31)

SERMON WORDS WORDS WORDSE

For many, afirst @oingto the moviesOexperience was Bambi, The Wizard of Oz or
Shrek. For others, it may have been one of the movie versionsof the great Broadway
muscals of the 1950sand ®0s perhaps The King and | or South Pacific. Lerner and Lowe,
Rogers and Hart and the incomparable Mr. Hammer stein offered us so much laughter,
musdc and iniration. The themes and tunes may be dated but the words linger.

Today® theme Words, Words, Words. ..may bringback to some the lilting voice of Eiza
Doolittle in My Fair Lady as she sings her frudration out after a day spent tryingto fulffill
the mission gven her by Professor Higgns Now she meets her talkative lover:

QW ords, words, words, words, wordsE 1@ so sick of words all day through, first from

him, now from you. Don®talk of loveE. show melO

Today® scriptura passages tell us about the power of words, and most importantly,
about the power of the Word of God. But the passages are not about the sanctity of
theword done. They are about the interpretation of the word tha God has gven us,
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the word as interpreted through our acts: the acts of humankind. Words without action
are ineffective.

As Christians we take the life of Jesusas our model, the life of man made perfect by the
touch of the Divine. ksusis the livingembodiment of God® love: ksusis love. It is as
smple astha. His every moment here on earth was filled with love enacted with the
accent on the word Genacted.O The Gospd readingfrom Mark spesks of the meaning of
the parables, meanings rendered meaningdess without the study of the Word and then of
those words turned into actions Grace-filled, faithful love enacted.

We are reminded tha focusngon Fsusas audio-visud aid to interpretation of tha
Word is not about beinglike sus Today we take issue with the question tha popped
up on pendants and bracelets afew years ago. WW.D: Wha would Jsusdo? Surely,
the question is better posed QV ha would ksus HAVE ME doThere is activity implied
in the question. The reading of the Gospels is not mere contemplation; it is a spur to

action.

Een those of uswho feel tha the Bible has errors, regard it still as our anchor asit
grounds usand as alamp unto our feet asit enligntensus W e have longsince shed any
notion of God dictatingdirectly into the appropriate recordingdevice of the day while
perched high on some desert rock. Yet we still grant the Word of God its proper
respect. As students of theology throughout the world are chdlenged each year of their
studies, so the questing cong egation is chdlenged, too. We ask, GHow do the
Scriptures become the Word of God?2OHow do we get from the model of ksusQife to
actingourselves in Christian charity, love and virtue?How do WORDS WORDS
WORDSbecome SHOW ME! @on®tak of love, show meEO

Today, Observer Sunday, we turn to the pages of our church magazine for thisis a
mission straight from the masthead of THEUNITED CHURCH OBSERVER. This magazine
has been attemptingto Ghow us ourselvesOfor 175 years. THE OBSERVER is the longest
running continuoudy pubished periodical in North America THE OBSERVER triesto be
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agood neighbour to all cong egations across Canada reger dless of locationN from
Curling Nfld., ummerland, B.C., Montred, or jug down the street from the actud
offices of the magazine on Huron Sreet in Toronto.

The Words tells usto love our neighbour. It isn®aways easy or comfortable. Good
neighbours are easy to love. But it ishard to love the bore. It is chdlengngto greet
with a smile the colleague who gets on your nerves. It is not easy to live the Scriptures.
But it isthetask gven to us We are to read the texts and reflect upon their meaningin
our life. Then we are to go out and live tha life illuminaed by the Word: simply, to
show our love. We are to try to love those across the street and across the world. Our
cal isto love our neighbour next door, a work and in the Seniors Centre, to be paient
with the bore, kind to the crank and to hold out our hand to the strangers of the world.

For 175years now, THE OBSERVER has been tellingstories of those tha do. When the
magazine tells those taes it refersto those who are worshipping God versusthose who
worship the Word. There are strands of Christianity where worshippingthe Word as
error-free has become more important than acting upon tha Word and thushonouring
God. Tha isadangeroustrend. Our faith was founded on Sola Scriptura (only the word)
to remind ustha we are expected to use the gftsgven to us We need to use our
reason to enter into dialogue with the Word personally, not relyingonly on interpreters,
teachers or ministers but reachingbackward to the Word as a spur to persond action.

In its own way, THE OBERVER has attempted to do jud tha. It holds a mirror to our
beloved Church and shows the best and worst of usso tha best might be emulated and
the worst avoided. The Sriptures come to be the word of God when we act upon
them in keepingwith the will of God as enlightened by the reason God gave to us The
magazine tries to show love in action. The congegation and THE OBERVER use the

same resource, theingiration of the words of our Bible.

The Word does not spesk for itselfN we spesk for the Word. Today® lectionary
readings echo this. The word of God is an anchor. At the end of the day, we can review
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our actionsin peace in tha tranqui bay of reflection. We can look again at the words
upon the page and see if we lived them out in love. @on®tak of love, show me.OANnd
if we are truly honest in reviewingour actionsin light of the teachings, then those

words will reward uswith new meaning Andto God bethe gory.

kkhkkkkkk*%x

HYMN: O Radiant Christ, Incarnate Word (Voices United #84)

OUR MORNING OFFERING

HYMN: Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow  (Voices United #541)

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Gracious and loving God, we offer back to you alittle of the abundance
we have been given. We give you but your own. Let these gifts go
where we cannot in the service of your Word. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD® PRAYER
(Pease feel free to use your own words or adapt this)

God of dl time and place, we bow our heads in gratitude for the gft and beauty of our
world. We thank you for the opportuniy to worship together in fellowship amonga
communty of your people. There isaspace in our hearts for those who would be with
ustoday if only they could. We raise their nanesto you (speaking each one aloud, saying
their names in our heads) and offeringour prayersfor them up to you. Grant them peace
and serenity and freedom from pan and loneliness. W e grace this moment with wha
we learned from your word, sayingonce again the andent words of the prayer tha
JFsustaught usE( The Lord® Prayer). Amen.

CLOSING HYMN:: Will Your Anchor Hold? (Voices United #675)
BLESSING AND SENDING FORTH
All:  May we in service to our God act out the living word.

One:  Go now in peace and in the absolute and blessed assurance tha you go with
God as God goes with you.
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Hymnsthroudhout are selected from Voices United. More Voices was in the works but
not yet pubished as this went to press: we urge your congegation to explore this
wonderful new resource for suitable hymns

ANNOUNCEMENTSTHELIFEAND WORK OF THISCHURCH are not listed as pat
of the Order of Service as congegationd approaches to the placement of these is an
individud decision: please adapt as needed.

ANTHEM Individua choirsorganists vary greatly in their approach to this portion of
the service: we offer the followingas a suggestion:

I, the Lord of Sea and Sky VU-Hymn #509

The Word Words. P. Anderson, Mudc: D. Owings
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Observer Children®@ Time: All About Wo rds!

(This works best if you have a whiteboard/chalkboard or easel pad and markers available)

Have you ever really thought about words? We use words every day, but have you ever realized
how important they are? We use words when we:

talk to our friends using our words

read words in our books

type words on the computer

write words in our classrooms

listen to words on television

hear words when listening to our favourite songs

listen to the minister speak words of God at church on Qundays

KK KKK K K

We dso SEE words everywhere, on signs and posters, on TV! Where else do you see words?

Have you ever noticed that certain words can make us smile because they bring back happy
memor ies of good times that we@e had?

¥  @inGand GandOnay make us think of a summer@day at the beach with our family
¥ (@aloonsCand (e cream@nake us think of birthday parties with our friends

These words create a good feeling inside us when we hear them. What are some of your
favourite words? Why are they your favourites?

Some words are actually fun to say
¥ elephant
¥ hippopotamus
¥ skullduggery
¥ sgueegee

Can you think of any other words that are fun to say? (heebie-jeebies, baboon, banana, purple).

Try saying some of these words yourselves. What is it that makes these words fun to say?
Maybe it@ because they are not like other wordsthat we use every day or because they
make our mouths do funny things when we say them, like Chihuahua.

W ords can hurt us, or heal us, they can help us and encourage us, and they can make us feel
better when we®e sad. When we don®do well on atest, or lose agame, we hear our
parents saying, Qlon® be sad honey, you did the best you could and we®e proud of you!O
Those words help to make us feel better. When have words made you feel better?

Jsus used his words in many good ways. What are some words that you have learned from the
Bible? Write on white board. (God, Christ, heaven, temple, rabbiE)

Another way we use our words is when we pray to God. Do you say your prayers every day?
God hears our words and loves it when we speak. Sometimes we say these words of prayer
out loud when we®e kneeling by our bedside, and sometimes these words are a silent
conversation just between us and God that can happen anytime.



Chserver Sinday Sanvice #9 D April 2007

Let® say a prayer before we go.

Dear God,

Let us use our words in positive ways,

Let us use our words to say, O love you,0

Let us use our words to ask, o you need help?0
Let us use our words to say, @ am here for you,0
Let us use our words to say, Qhank you,0

Let us use our words to pray.

Amen
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(If you have more time you may wish to add the following or use this in the
Church School portion of your Sunday Service):

Did you know there are some words that are spelled the same backwar ds and forwards?
These types of words are caled QPalindromes,Owhich is a big word!!! (Use whiteboard)

¥ racecar

¥  kayak

¥ level

¥ mom

¥ dad
All these words are the same backwards and forwards, isn®that neat? Can you think of any
other words like this? (noon, deed, eye, pop, madam, toot, radar, did, peep, wow).

Then there are other words that can make a whole new word when spelled backwar ds
¥ reed/deer
¥ swap/paws
¥ stop/pots

Can you think of any others? (warts/straw, net/ten, trap/part, step/pets, star/rats)



